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Report Highlights: 

  

The Hong Kong government (HKG) has introduced an amendment to the Sweeteners in Food 

Regulation allowing two additional sweeteners, namely, Neotame (INS961) and Steviol Glycosides 

(INS960) for food and beverage use.  The proposed amendment is currently being vetted and is 

expected to be approved by the Legislative Council.  If approved, it will become effective August 1, 

2010 and would open this market to the growing number of U.S. food & beverage products using these 

additives. 
 



  

 

  

General Information:  

  

The Hong Kong government (HKG) has introduced an amendment to the Sweeteners in Food 

Regulation allowing two additional sweeteners, namely, Neotame (INS961) and Steviol Glycosides 

(INS960) for food and beverage use.  The proposed amendment is currently being vetted and is 

expected to be approved by the Legislative Council.  If approved, it will become effective August 1, 

2010 and would open this market to the growing number of U.S. food & beverage products using these 

these additives. 

 

Assuming the Neotame and Steviol Glycosides amendment passes, the full list of approved sweeteners 

in Hong Kong’s Sweeteners in Food Regulation will be as follows: 

  

1. acesulfame potassium; 

2. alitame; 

3. aspartame; 

4. aspartame-acesulfame salt; 

5. cyclamic acid (and sodium, potassium, calcium salts); 

6. saccharin (and sodim, potassium, calcium salts); 

7. sucralose; 

8. thaumatin; 

9. neotame; and 

10. steviol glycosides 

  

The HKG explained that the inclusion of neotame and steviol glyosides on Hong Kong’s permitted 

sweeteners list is to align Hong Kong’s regulation with internationsl standards setting bodies – the 

Joint Food and Agriculture Organization & World Health Organization Export Committee on Food 

Additive (JECFA).  These two sweeteners are permitted for use in Australia, New Zealand, China and 

the U.S.  
  

  

 

  

  

 

                     

  


